


LAUNCH EVENT: saturday 7 february
7pm [doors 6:30pm] MYSTIC MUSES: MUSIC
OF THE PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE | Tickets
$20 + booking fee, kids under 12 free.
Amdram Theatre, 171 Guyton St. Tickets via
Eventfinda: https://tinyurl.com/ys3pnvea

Join us for an unforgettable show
featuring Celtic music of the past, present,
and future - Enya, Sinead O'Connor, The
Cranberries, Loreena McKennitt, traditional
tunes, lore & legends, sea shanties, and
haunting original songs by Melissa Cox
[NZ/USA] and Celia Farran [USA].

sunday 8 february
10am registrations, 10:30am ride | FROCKS ON
BIKES | Koha for the Women’s Network. Meet
at the Ladies’ Rest Building, 75 St Hill Street.
For info: womnet.whanganui@gmail.com

Put on a fancy frock, suit or super hero costume & be
guided on a fun ride with local legend and former
Commonwealth Games & Olympic cyclist Cath
Cheatley.

monday 9 february
5:30pm | SHE’S ON A RIDE | Free. Meet at Evo
Cycles, 49 Wilson Street. For more info, check
out: https://facebook.com/shesonaride/  

All bikes, all ages, all stages, all welcome. Join in a
warm-up with a bunch of skills & yarns to Mosquito
Point, with a different hill challenge each week. Each
Monday in the festival.

6:45pm | WHANGANUI WOMEN IN PRINT | $3 or
free for genealogy members. Alexander
Heritage Library, Pukenamu Drive. Contact
Megan: whanganui@genealogy.org.nz  

Women’s writing has often been treated as ephemeral
and sentimental. Presenter Anna Gilderdale will bring
these bold, brilliant voices back into the spotlight,
uncovering the herstories of Whanganui’s early
women writers.

7-8:30pm | BE A FEMINIST | Online chat - Free.
Register with womnet.whanganui@gmail.com
to receive an online link. For those who
uphold intersectional feminist values

Dr Sarah Homan, Senior Research Associate from the
Equality Institute in Melbourne in conversation with
Carla D from the Women’s Network. Exploring
intersectional feminist discourse in the 2020s with tips
for re-centering gender-based narratives and
nurturing a collective community of care amid global
challenges.

tuesday 10 february
9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5
per week or a can of food. River City Boxing
Club, 100 Devon Road. Contact: Sandra 027
368 2306

Child-friendly class, all ages & fitness levels welcome.
Learn how to punch the bag and have a go with
weights, bikes, rowers and treadmills. Every Tuesday
and Friday during the festival.

9:15-10:45am | STORIES ALONG THE RIVER |
$10, free for Museum friends. Meet at the
Whanganui Regional Museum. Registration
essential, email: info@wrm.org.nz or [06] 349
1110. Another tour on 19 February from 5:15-
6:45pm

Journey through iconic sites and hear inspiring stories
of trailblazers, artists & community leaders whose
legacies continue to resonate today, with host Megan
Orme-Whitlock. Discover hidden narratives, connect
with local heritage & celebrate Whanganui’s
remarkable women on this guided walking tour.

1:30-3pm | WRITE IT - A WORKSHOP FOR
SCRIBBLERS | Free. Gonville Library, 44 Abbot
St. Contact: kat@whanganuilibrary.com 

Learn more about developing a storyline for a strong
female lead character as we focus on chic lit in
celebration of the festival.

5:30-6:30pm | TRY-IT TUESDAYS - WOMEN’S
RUGBY SERIES | Free. Springvale Park, Carlton
Ave side. Contact Sosoli 027 359 7115

Come & experience Rippa Rugby with Whanganui
Rugby’s Try-It Tuesdays women series. 4 weeks of fun
skills & games led by our all women coaching group. 

6pm | WINE TASTING - SEDUCTIVE
CHARDONNAY | $50. The Burrow Cellars,
Taupo Quay. Booking essential:
https://joaswines.co.nz/ 

An evening exploring Chardonnay in all its glorious
forms with a curated line-up ranging from vibrant,
mineral-driven cool-climate styles to richer barrel-
aged classics. Expect great wines & relaxed company.

7pm | HOE-DOWN | $5. St Andrew’s Hall, Bell
St. Contact Carla: clangmead@slingshot.co.nz
or 021 165 8961

Grab your cowboy hat and boots plus your finest
gingham for a boot-scooting boogie in this cool
country hoe-down hour for all ages.

La Fiesta is proudly presented by the Women’s Network + friends. Celebrating 17 years in 2026



6-7:30pm | RETRAIN YOUR BREATHING | $10.
Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street. Contact
Pam 022 457 2097 or pam.p@inspire.net.nz 

Is your breathing making you stressed, anxious or
tired? Learn 4 breathing techniques to help you feel
more relaxed, energetic & better able to deal with life
stresses. Also a session tomorrow from 9:30-11am.

6-8pm | WOMEN’S CIRCLE WITH CACAO | $25.
Yogabee Studio, 72 St Hill Street. Contact
radha.heartawakening@gmail.com 

A nourishing evening for women to gather, share &
connect guided by cacao, a heart medicine that
awakens and nourishes the feminine, softens the body
and deepens our sense of community.

friday 13 february

9:30-11am | RETRAIN YOUR BREATHING | $10. See listing for 12 February.

9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. See listing for 10 February.

6-9pm | NOT D&D LADIES’ NIGHT | Free.
Alexander Heritage Library, Pukenamu Drive.
RSVP to nicola@whanganuilibrary.com 

A Bridgerton-inspired Call of Cthulhu - play one of a
team of meddlesome bridesmaids endeavouring to
avoid insanity and scandal to solve the mystery.

saturday 14 february
10am-12pm | RARANGA PUTIPUTI | $10. 138
Gonville Avenue.  Contact  Cathy 027 725 5193
or cathrinerandall@gmail.com 

Make a range of harakeke flowers following tikanga.
These putiputi make beautiful gifts and last forever.
Bring some kai for a shared lunch afterwards.

11am-1pm | HAVE-A-GO VELODROME | $10.
Whanganui Velodrome, Cooks Gardens.  
Contact  Helen 021 225 3366 or
cyclingwhanganui@gmail.com 

If you’ve never ridden on a velodrome, come and have
a go! A facilitator will guide you through the basics of
track cycling and build your confidence to ride on the
track. Another session on 28 February.

1-3pm | COMMUNITY FARM TOUR | $5.
Pīwaiwaka Farm, 673 Papaiti Road.  RSVP to
julie@learningenvironment.nz 

Enjoy a guided walk through the unique learning &
outdoor spaces of the Learning Environment. A scenic,
off-road pram-friendly route, refreshments provided.

2-4pm | THE STORY OF ANAHE & ALEXANDER |
Free. Alexander Heritage Library, Pukenamu
Drive. Contact: kat@whanganuilibrary.com 

Join an author talk with Alison Sutherland. Anahe &
Alexander is historical fiction for young adults based
on the real life journals and diaries of the characters.

9am-4:30pm | ONE-DAY TAKAHURI WELLNESS
RETREAT | $150. That Place, 1021 Kaiwhaiki
Road. RSVP to admin@that-place.co.nz 

A day to forget the noise of daily life. Join a small
group of women for some gentle exercise, creative
activities and time in nature along with seasonal food. 

sunday 15 february

1-3pm | LEARN HOW TO USE YOUR SEWING
MACHINE | $5. Hakeke St Community Centre.  
RSVP to whanganuirepaircafe@gmail.com 

Dust off that sewing machine from the hall closet and
learn how to use it in this hands-on workshop: thread
your machine, sew & learn to troubleshoot any issues.

Amnesty Whanganui offers a session to focus on the
rights of women as we work together to promote
human rights and stand with humanity.

12-2pm | AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL - WRITE
FOR RIGHTS | Free. Gonville Library, 44 Abbot
Street. Contact: kat@whanganuilibrary.com 

HIPPY [Home Interaction Programme for Parents &
Youngsters] is a free home-learning programme to
empower parents to support their 2-5 year old
tamariki. Learn how it benefits everyone.

10am-12pm | TEA & TOPICS | Free. Gonville
Library, 44 Abbot Street. Contact
kat@whanganuilibrary.com 

thursday 12 february

Bring some clothes or fashion items that need
repairing and learn about visible mending to create a
fun, playful and sustainable wardrobe.

6:30-8:30pm | VISIBLE MENDING | Gold coin.
Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street. For more
info, contact: sally.af.pugh@gmail.com 

Join this workshop to create a personalised action
plan & learn 14 ways to reduce dementia risk &
discover the life-long benefits of caring for your brain. 

12-1:30pm | BRAIN HEALTH | Free. Women’s
Network, 75 St Hill Street. Contact Barbara:
bcharuk@wrhn.org.nz

wednesday 11 february



5:30-7pm | WOMEN WHO LEAD | Free.
Barracks Sports Bar, 170 St Hill Street. For
more info, contact:
womnet.whanganui@gmail.com 

Nathalie de Vries is Chief Medical Officer + Director of
Child & Youth at Whanganui Hospital. From her role as
a Paediatrician to shaping systems & communities as a
senior leader, Nathalie’s journey inspires women to
step into leadership & create meaningful change.

7-8pm | MYSTERY, MURDER & MAYHEM | Free.
Alexander Heritage Library, Pukenamu Drive.
Booking essential. RSVP to
jasmin@whanganuilibrary.com 

The Whanganui branch of the NZ Society of
Genealogists in collaboration with the Alexander
Library team share stories from our past told as an
old-time radio show.

wednesday 18 february
5:30-7pm | EXHIBITION OPENING ‘LET’S
FIESTA!’ Free. Space Studio & Gallery, 18 St
Hill Street. Visit https://tinyurl.com/mr3x6kcc

This lively group show captures the energy, rhythm &
joy of a fiesta - celebrating community, creativity &
connection. With solo exhibitions by Sandra Douglas
and Mayumi Sherburn. Viewing 17 February to 7 March.

6:30pm | WINE & DINE | $75. The Burrow
Cellars, Taupo Quay. Booking essential. Visit:
https://joaswines.co.nz/

Experience a fun, flavour-packed journey where you’ll
learn the tricks of pairing cheese & various snacks with
wine. Expect sips, bites & delicious discoveries!

friday 20 february

thursday 19 february

6-8pm | LIVE AT SPACE: IN THE SHALLOWS |
$35 + Booking Fee (GA), $30 + Booking Fee
(Unwaged). Space Studio & Gallery, 18 St Hill
Street. Tickets https://tinyurl.com/et5zbmmx

Led by the ethereal voice of Welsh songwriter Danni
Davis, ‘In The Shallows’ has a brand-new lineup,
including a fresh album. Experience a more eclectic &
intentionally poppier sound with soaring harmonies.

5:15-6:45pm | STORIES ALONG THE RIVER | $10 See listing for 10 February.

5:30pm | HALLYU ‘THE KOREAN WAVE’: A
CULTURAL ENTERPRISE | $10. Women’s Network,
75 St Hill Street. RSVP to jacquifire@gmail.com

Discover how South Korea has brought digital content
and creative industries to the fore as an economic and
environmental strategy for long-term growth.

9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. See listing for 10 February.

12:30-1:30pm | GODDESS DOLLS: GONVILLE
WISDOM CIRCLE | Free. Gonville Library, 44
Abbot St. Contact: airinibeautrais@gmail.com 

Make your own Goddess Doll to celebrate harvest
season. All levels of ability catered for with materials
supplied.

See listing for 10 February.5:30-6:30pm | TRY-IT TUESDAY WOMEN’S RUGBY

A focus on chic lit, female authors & female lead
characters. Bring your favourites to share with others!

1:30-2:30pm | GOOD READS AT GONVILLE |
Free. Gonville Library, 44 Abbot St.

Conflict happens. Learn how to have restorative
conversations with tools to help you through the blips
in relationships at work, home and in the community.

10:30am-12:30pm | RESTORATIVE
CONVERSATIONS | Free. 1/208 Victoria Ave.
RSVP essential [06] 343 3645 or info@rcwt.nz 

Join in a special ladies walk! Set off from the Sport
Whanganui office on a nearby route. A great chance
to connect, get moving & enjoy good company.

9am | CLUB GOLD WALKING GROUP | Free.
Sport Whanganui, 226 London St. RSVP by 16
Feb to quinn@sportwhanganui.co.nz

See listing for 10 February.9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. 

tuesday 17 february
See listing for 9 February.5:30pm | SHE’S ON A RIDE | Free. 

Caci Whanganui & Wanganui Golf Club present fun
golf & skin-care with a Caci demo + refreshments and
spot prizes. First 30 registrations receive a gift bag.

5-7pm | LOOK YOUR BEST, PLAY YOUR BEST |
$20. Wanganui Golf Club, 13 Clarkson Ave.
RSVP Wendy: office@wanganuigolfclub.co.nz

monday 16 february

sunday 15 february
In our latest exhibition, step into the world of
Whanganui’s WW2 pilot Jane Winstone through her
letters, diaries & photographs. Discover her courage,
warmth & spirit - the woman behind the uniform.

2pm | COLLECTIONS KŌRERO: YOUR BLACK
SHEEP HAS AT LONG LAST GOT ITS WINGS.
The Jane Winstone Collection | Free.
Alexander Heritage Library, Pukenamu Drive.



4-5:30pm | KIDS ART IN SPACE | $25 per child
(ages 7-12 yrs) materials + afternoon tea
included. Space Studio & Gallery, 18 St Hill
Street. To secure a booking, RSVP to
sarah@spacestudiogallery.co.nz

A fun, hands-on workshop celebrating women artists
who have led the way in art history. Encouraging
young artists to learn the transformative power of
artistic expression. Explore a featured artwork, learn
about the artist’s story & recreate it with a special
creative twist! 

thursday 26 february

7pm | LINE DANCING FUN | $5. St Andrew’s
Hall, Bell St. Contact Carla 021 165 8961 or
clangmead@slingshot.co.nz

Grab your cowboy hat & boots along with your finest
gingham and sequins for an hour of line dancing fun
with a nostalgic music mix from the ‘70s and ‘80s.

tuesday 24 february

5:30-6:30pm | TRY-IT TUESDAY WOMEN’S RUGBY See listing for 10 February.

10-11am | SMARTEN UP: SMARTPHONE SKILLS
FOR SENIORS | Free. Alexander Heritage
Library. RSVP rachel@whanganuilibrary.com

Learn some basics about using your smartphone.
Follow-up sessions will be available. Booking essential.

7:30pm | MOVIE NIGHT: ‘JUST EAT IT’ | $5-10.
Whanganui Kai Hub, 267 St Hill Street. RSVP
to kiaora@whanganuikaihub.org

A powerful and eye-opening documentary about food
waste that reveals the very issues that Kai Hub tackles
every day. Snacks provided! Booking essential.

wednesday 25 february
6:30-8:30pm | MINDFUL COLOURING:
MANDALAS Gold coin. Women’s Network, 75
St Hill Street. RSVP sally.af.pugh@gmail.com 

Enjoy a relaxing time colouring-in mandalas. Calming
patterns can help you unwind and enjoy the
therapeutic benefits of colouring. Materials provided.

4:30-6:30pm | SUN, FUN & SHOWDOWNS!  
Free. Victoria Park, Parsons St. Register your
team with quinn@sportwhanganui.co.nz or
you can register on the day

Get the friends, whānau & workmates together for a
fun end to summer in an evening of tabloid sport
activities with Sport Whanganui. Stay tuned to their
socials!

9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. See listing for 10 February.

Carla Langmead & Carla Donson offer decades of
experience & community leadership. This dynamic duo
wants to work with you to co-design a programme of
personal power. Come and shape this Carla-boration!

6-7:30pm | DESIGN A DREAM PROGRAMME |
Koha. Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street.
RSVP to womnet.whanganui@gmail.com

See listing for 9 February.5:30pm | SHE’S ON A RIDE | Free. 

Learn 4 simple habits to keep yourself safe online,
including how to recognise scams and avoid falling
victim to them, especially those targeting women.

10am-12pm | SCAM SAVVY | Free. Gonville
Library, 44 Abbot St. For more info:
kat@whanganuilibrary.com 

monday 23 february

Enjoy a deliciously prepared Peruvian meal in an
afternoon of colour, chat, wonderfully authentic
flavours and homely hospitality. 

12:30pm | SUNDAY LUNCH AT BEE’S | $50. 25
Portal St.  Booking essential. RSVP to Beverly
bstuarthurtado@gmail.com 

Home-made kraut is juicy, tangy, crunchy; great for
gut health + cheap & easy to make. We’ll let you know
what to bring so you can make a small batch of kraut.

11am-1pm | HANDS-ON KRAUT MAKING | $15.
Whanganui Kai Hub, 267 St Hill Street. RSVP
to rose@athomewithrose.co.nz

Learn the gentle craft of needle felting and create
your own forest treasure, fungi, bird or critter. No
experience necessary, all welcome. Materials supplied.

9am-12pm | NEEDLE FELTING | $35. Awa
Room, Whanganui Art Centre, Taupo Quay.
RSVP to sally.af.pugh@gmail.com 

sunday 22 february

Bring surplus home-grown produce, seeds, plants or
home-made goods to exchange. Toha atu toha mai - I
share with you, you share with me!

10:30am-12pm | CROP SWAP | Gold coin.
Whanganui Kai Hub, 267 St Hill Street. For
more info: kiaora@whanganuikaihub.org 

Get your pals together to enjoy a fun-filled day with
inspiring guest speakers, fashion & beauty + a host of
health & wellbeing practitioners & services to explore.

10am-4pm | LADIES’ DAY OUT | $10. War
Memorial Centre, Watt Street. Visit
https://tinyurl.com/5ekx6x99

saturday 21 february



sunday 1 march

3-5pm | INTRO TO AYURVEDA FOR WOMEN  
$25. Yogabee Studio, 72 St Hill Street. Contact
radha.heartawakening@gmail.com 

An interactive workshop introducing the timeless
wisdom of Ayurveda, offering tools to support
hormonal balance, digestion, emotional wellbeing &
cyclical living through simple, natural daily practices.

MOnday 2 march
5:30pm | SHE’S ON A RIDE | Free. See listing for 9 February.

tuesday 3 march
9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. 

5:30-6:30pm | TRY-IT TUESDAY WOMEN’S RUGBY

See listing for 10 February.

See listing for 10 February.

1-2pm | STEP CLASS | $5. Women’s Network,
75 St Hill Street. Contact Carla:
clangmead@slingshot.co.nz or 021 165 8961.
Booking essential

Step back in time for an old school step class with
great music. If you’ve never tried, used to but are a bit
rusty, or you’re super confident, let Carla know when
you book.

6-7:30pm | WOMEN & ADDICTION | Free.
Bayleys Whanganui, 158 Wicksteed St. For
info, contact: kaydee.horne@wdhb.org.nz 

Experienced practitioners Frances Mason & Kaydee
Horne deliver an information session to generate
discussion about addiction for women. This is a
psychoeducational session and not a therapeutic one.

10am-4pm | ASIAN PACIFIC FESTIVAL | Free
entry. Keith Street School. For more info,
visit: https://tinyurl.com/4jnuhxjx

Experience the first-ever Asian Pacific Festival in the
region — a vibrant celebration of the cultures,
flavours, arts and traditions of Asia and the Pacific!
Bring your friends, whānau and picnic blankets to
enjoy a beautiful day out!

saturday 28 february

2-4pm | IN IT FOR LIFE | Free. Gonville Library,
44 Abbot St. For more info, contact
kat@whanganuilibrary.com

Mark Humanity from the Vegan Society will share the
benefits of switching to a plant-based diet and
highlight early feminist pioneers who were also animal
advocates.

Working with murrine glass, Jo will show you how to
make a stunning glass garden. These will be fused in
kiln ready for collection 1-2 weeks later.

1-3pm | FUSED GLASS GARDENSCAPE | $75.
Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street. Contact
Jo to book: redlowgypsy@gmail.com 

11am-1pm | HAVE-A-GO VELODROME | $10. See listing for 14 February.

With permission to work with your subconscious mind,
using the Body Code we will quickly discover
underlying cause/s for any issue/s you have and clear
those energies. Sessions are 25 minutes.

10am-3pm | BODY CODE SESSIONS | $25.
Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street. Contact
Rere to book 022 434 4914. Also sessions
available on 7 March

A gentle, beginners pilates class. Learn some stretches
and exercises to improve body awareness, mobility
and strength.

9:30am | PILATES CLASS | $10. 14 Dorset Road.
Contact Sarah: sezwhit@gmail.com or 021 298
8379

Create a lovely bookmark and give it a heritage look
by using printed book/newspaper pages. Suitable for
all ages.

3:30-4:30pm | HERITAGE BOOKMARKS | Free.
Gonville Library, 44 Abbot St. Contact:
kat@whanganuilibrary.com

Join Chetta to cook & craft your very own steamed
Fish Amok - Cambodia’s curry souffle made with
‘kreoung’, a signature spice paste with coconut cream
and NZ fish. Learn to fold a traditional banana leaf
cup used to steam the fish for its authentic flavour.

2-4pm | FISH AMOK IN BANANA LEAF | $50.
Rutherford Intermediate School. Booking
essential. RSVP to sokchettavudh@gmail.com
or 021 277 4700

See listing for 10 February.9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. 

friday 27 february

thursday 26 february
5:30pm | HALLYU ‘THE KOREAN WAVE’: A
FAN’S OBSESSION | $10. Women’s Network, 75
St Hill Street. RSVP to jacquifire@gmail.com

‘Stressed, blessed and K-pop obsessed’ with a pinch of
K-drama. Head down the rabbit hole of idol bias with a
deep dive into formidable female protagonists. 



friday 6 march

6:30-8:30pm | TELL IT | Free. Gonville Library,
44 Abbot St. Booking essential. RSVP to
kat@whanganuilibrary.com

Do you have a story to tell but can’t get started? This
session will take you through a process to help you
create a five-to-ten-minute story.

Come and try pickleball, one of the world’s fastest
growing sports. New and experienced players
welcome. Gear provided, wear soft sole sport shoes.

10-11:30am | HAVE A GO - PICKLEBALL | $15.
Jubilee Stadium, Springvale Park. Contact
Julie: hello@rivercitypickleballnz.com 

thursday 5 march

saturday 7 march

sunday 8 march:  international women’s day

If you’re a woman who lives on your own or is new to
town looking to connect, join our monthly social meet-
up. Buy refreshments from the friendly team at The
Barracks for the lunch-time session. 

1:30pm | SOCIAL MEET-UP | Free. Barracks
Sports Bar, 170 St Hill Street. For more info,
contact: womnet.whanganui@gmail.com Also
5:30pm at Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street

An open invitation to attend our regular writing group.
Bring your lunch and a poem to share or just come
along to listen. 

12-1pm | LUNCHTIME POETRY | Free. Alexander
Heritage Library, Pukenamu Drive. For more
info, contact: rachel@whanganuilibrary.com 

Enjoy a morning of creativity. Absolute beginners
welcome, no experience, skill or equipment required.
Just turn up and create!

10:30am-12pm | ARTS & CRAFTS FOR GROWN
UPS | Free. Davis Library, Pukenamu Drive.
For info, contact: iva@whanganuilibrary.com 

An open invitation to attend our regular writing group.
Bring some writing in any form or genre to share or
just come to listen. Booking essential.

10am-12pm | WHANGANUI LIBRARY WRITERS |
Free. Alexander Heritage Library, Pukenamu
Drive. RSVP to rachel@whanganuilibrary.com 

wednesday 4 march

8am | INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
BREAKFAST | Buy your own refreshments.
Frank Bar + Eatery, Ridgway St. 

In acknowledgement of International Women’s Day,
join our women Whanganui District Councillors to
explore aspirations for the coming year and to work
toward continued opportunities for women and girls.
RSVP to womnet.whanganui@gmail.com by 4 March

9-10:30am | LADIES’ BOXING + FITNESS | $5. See listing for 10 February.

12:30-1:30pm | CREATIVE FLOW WRITERS
GROUP | Free. Gonville Library, 44 Abbot St.
Contact: airinibeautrais@gmail.com 

Enjoy an hour of writing in the library. Bring your own
project to explore and/or free write using the prompts
provided.

7pm [doors open 6pm] HETI & HOPE
ORIGINAL SONGS | $20. Te Whare o Rehua
Sarjeant Gallery, Pukenamu Queen’s Park.
Tickets: https://tinyurl.com/yc8xtwfz or from
the team at front of house

Singer/songwriter Heti Hope on keys with husband
musician Adie Higginson on guitar/violin perform their
latest collection of alternative, easy-listening songs
reaching under humanity and skin to talk about love.

3:30-4:30pm | BUTTERFLY ART & CRAFT | Free.
Gonville Library, 44 Abbot St. Contact:
kat@whanganuilibrary.com 

Create a lovely collage butterfly in honour of
International Women’s Day on 8 March. Suitable for all
ages.

10am-3pm | BODY CODE SESSIONS | $25.
Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street. Contact
Rere to book 022 434 4914

With permission to work with your subconscious mind,
using the Body Code we will quickly discover
underlying cause/s for any issue/s you have & clear
those energies. Sessions are 25 minutes.

1:30-3:30pm | DISCOVERING OUR CREATIVITY |
$10. Women’s Network, 75 St Hill Street.
Contact Marian: mkmd154@gmail.com

We are born creative but can lose touch with this part
of ourselves. Re-discover your creativity by having fun
together with others. Be curious, try something new!

4-6:30pm | GRIT, GLAM & GLORY | $25 GA &
$15 Senior/Student + booking fee. St
Laurence’s Chapel, Gibson St. Tickets via
Eventfinda: https://tinyurl.com/csr2r6jf

A showcase of Taranaki singer-songwriters featuring
sets from Karen Clarke Blueswoman, Betsy Raines &
Celine Filbee. These mountain women will take you on
a journey through blues, RnB, alt-country, folk,
Americana, roots, dub and reggae with an occasional
jazz dalliance. You’ll remember you've met these girls!

Our fabulous festival finale!



A word from
our Festival

champion

Carla Donson, MNZM
Manager: Women’s Network Whanganui

THANK YOU! Without the support of our amazing
community, this festival simply wouldn’t come alive.
Eighteen years ago I had this wild idea to start up a
festival as a way of raising awareness about
International Women’s Day. Little did I know then how it
would capture the imagination of so many people, not
only locally, but also globally. La Fiesta is one of the
most significant women’s festivals in the world and I
love that people travel from all over for it. That is
something for Whanganui to celebrate. 

Incredibly, here we are, about to celebrate our
seventeenth revolution of La Fiesta.  It really is NZ’s
Best Women’s Fest. It continues to grow which is a great
source of pride to me and the team at the Women’s
Network. Each year the festival draws participation of
up to 3500 people. We reckon that makes around
50,000 people in its first 17 years.

With 90 activities and events to enjoy over a whole
month, the festival also features around 100 event
partners across the community at 35 different venues. 

There really is something for everyone, kids included.
Whether it’s a give-it-a-go sporting activity, live music
or workshop, outdoor adventures, art and craft,
something educational or simply social, I know you’ll
enjoy yourself, and maybe even make some new
connections. Workplaces even use the Fiesta as an
opportunity for some team-building and after-hours
antics. The festival is all about community, and I’m so
glad to have YOU in our gigantic cheerleading team.

Here’s to another month of exploration, celebration and
fun. As well as contemplating how we can make our
community more inclusive for women and girls. Thanks
to EVERYONE who makes it all possible. Onward!

Our festival 
partners
& sponsors

La Fiesta is a flagship initiative of the Women’s Network.
Operating in Whanganui from the iconic Ladies’ Rest
Building for 40 years, the Women’s Network is all about
making positive change for women and girls in our
community. As a social service organisation, we have
many partnerships across the community, as well as in-
house support services & activities. Follow us on Facebook
+ Instagram  at Women’s Network Whanganui & La Fiesta
NZ on Facebook. Email: womnet.whanganui@gmail.com

Note: Some details in the Festival Guide may change - information
was correct at 5 December. Enquire to each event contact directly.


